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of affirming new ideals of life, new standards of con-
duct, and a new system of values. The uprootedness of
the modern intelligentsia in Europe, since the Industrial
Revolution, explains their utter disregard for the peo-
ple, either in the East or in the West. India, in the
writings of most of them, is still a fairyland of immense
spiritual possibilities: it is the India of the Upanishads,
the Vedas, of Rainkrishna and Vivekananda, of Tagorc
and Mahatma Gandhi. Hardly any of the writers
discussed in this volume, except Tolstoy and Romain
Rolland, were aware of the implications of the loss of
political freedom for India. None of them were con-
cerned with the living reality of the people, their search
for happiness and for certainty and for freedom. Even
the most sympathetic novels dealing with India by mo-
dern western authors exhibit a peculiar lack of aware-
ness regarding the reality of contemporary life in India.
Even the best among them, such as Forster's Passage to
India, however sympathetic their appeal and however
powerful their moral challenge, lack that complete in-
tegration of a country and a people which requires some-
thing more than moral sympathy. We still wait for a
master-mind who will tell the western reading public
what India.is, the reality of popular traditions among
the people, the rise of new thought and behaviour pat-
terns among the various groups that constitute the In-
dian nation, the bewilderment of the Indian intelligent-
sia when confronted by western progress, the struggle
of a whole continent for the fundamental freedom in
thought in speech, and in action.